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The focal point of 

the course is the 

encounter through 

art of students and 

the residents of 

“the backyard” 



Teaching in a prison 

Getting out of the “comfort zone” of the formal 

educational system. 

The importance and power  of the artistic-

educational action, for learners of any kind, at 

any place and at any time. 

The assumption: a student who has taught art 

in a setting characterized by extreme 

conditions, will develop  higher sensitivity and 

empathy towards the learners and their needs. 



 

apprehensions 

apprehensions by students 

and detainees as well 

distrust, stereotypes and 

prejudice towards the “other” 



Cultural and social  differences 

between  students and detainees 

 

Education 

Language, religion, gender, and age 

Accessibility to art 

Freedom and its absence - ‘’here’’ and ‘’there’’ 



Art’s benefits for the detainees 

Symbolic non-verbal channel of communication 

Reinforcement of cognitive knowledge, senses, 

and development of the self 

Security and protection 

Disconnecting and escape  

The artistic product  

Group context 



Students vs. detainees 

Detainees 

When they  first came 

here, I felt, and it is 

natural, that we had 

stigmas, we didn’t know 

anything about them, 

just that they were from 

the big wide world. 

There was fear and lack 

of confidence. 

Students 

Before the encounter 

with the detainees I was 

very excited, I didn’t 

know what to expect.  

I had pictures in my 

head from different 

movies like ‘The 

Shawshank 

Redemption’. 



Students vs. detainees 

Detainees 
I’ve never done 

anything like this, I felt 

like I was taking a test. 

Art was a problem for 

me, I was 

embarrassed, in the 

beginning I felt like a 

retarded kid. 

Students 
I thought we would need 

to adapt ourselves to the 

detainees, so as not to 

appear condescending 

or not to intensify 

feelings of inferiority 

which could accompany 

the situation. 



Students vs. detainees 

Detainees 
It was nice that [the students] 

addressed me in a pleasant 

way, as if I’m not an 

inmate…I felt like a regular 

person. they came in a non-

judgmental way. 

 

They didn’t know what A is 

doing here. When I spoke 

with them I wasn’t the violent 

A, the drug dealer. I was 

simply A. 

Students 
I felt that I am 

representing for them 

everything they were 

afraid of: teachers, 

authority, people who 

“know more’’.  

It was important for me 

to show that everything 

is fine, and that it’s OK 

to make a mistake and 

it’s OK to try, because 

that is the goal. 



Students vs. detainees 

Detainees 
I feel good with 

drawing, I feel like in 

another world. 

 

When I draw I forget 

that I am in prison.  

When I finished, I 

remembered it again 

Students 
Art was an escape for both the 

detainees and me. Through art, 

we didn’t need to speak about 

fears, doubts, or thoughts. We 

simply worked and created 

together.  Art was an anchor 

for me; when there was a 

problem or when I was afraid of 

something, I went right back to 

the art work. 



When we finished I was shocked, I 

didn’t think it would come out like 

that. It makes me feel good…  

Everyone has their own way of seeing 

things; I am proud to be a part… 

At the end of the course:  

detainees 



I can express feelings and that is a nice thing, 

food for a person’s soul… 

 

It energizes me, charges my batteries. 

 

At the end of the course:  

detainees 



In art, everything is possible. You can float to 

places you were never at. You can unwind , be wild, 

and if you didn’t get it right this time, you’ll get it 

right the next. You can fix it. 

   

Even in prison, I can make amends, [it is] like 

painting over with different colors and changing it. 

 

 

At the end of the course: 

detainees 



Teaching art and the benefits 

to the students 



1. For their pupils 

The understanding that I have an amazing 

tool [through which] I can reach out to 

other people... I knew that art would touch 

them, help them communicate with 

themselves.  

At the end of the course:  

students 



 2. For their inner self 

If in the  past I knew that I had a lot of 

knowledge to pass, patience and the ability 

to create a safe accepting environment,  then 

today I also feel that my self-confidence has 

developed significantly and I am much more 

open to express all these qualities and to 

truly educate. 

At the end of the course:  
students 



3. professional identity  

Recently, I have been doubting my choice of 

working in education. This experience made 

me realize that this field of teaching is broad 

and fascinating and that there are many 

possibilities from which I can choose, for 

example, working with populations outside 

of school.  This insight really motivated me. 

 

At the end of the course:  
students 



Detainees 

The fact that [the 

students] invested their 

own time, is not obvious. 

That they agreed to come 

here and share their 

knowledge, to me that is 

amazing. 

At the end of the course 
 



Students  

Hearing from them that we made 

them feel secure, that they felt 

satisfaction, that we aroused in 

them the desire to help one 

another and to express their 

inner self, made me realize even 

more the importance of the art 

project, especially within the 

prison walls. 

At the end of the course 
 



Detainees 

You enabled us to gain 

some profit from the 

loss of our stay here. 

You taught us to cope 

with despair. I thank 

you for the compassion 

you always expressed 

when coming here. 

At the end of the course 
 



Students 

We opened a  small window for 

them, to a new world of 

experimentation, an understanding 

that simple things in life are also 

significant. A new way of 

communication with their 

families… and maybe, when they 

are released, they will have more 

confidence with new experiences 

and themselves. 

At the end of the course 
 



 Summary 

An encounter with themselves and with others. 

A safe space for sharing, without the need for 

self exposure.  

An expression of feelings which could not be 

unload in words. 

A sign that outside society has not forgotten its 

“backyard’’ residents. 

A joint feeling of success.  

Openness, empathy, and a less judgmental 

approach towards others. 

 



Thanks for your attention! 

 

Through the art encounter, social alienation 

was replaced by inclusion and compassion 

‘’A boat passing on tears’’, 

Pencil drawing 


